Carboxypeptidase-like activity during development and aging of Nippostrongylus brasiliensis.
An acid carboxypeptidase whose activity, based on several biochemical parameters, was determined to be similar to mammalian lysosomal carboxypeptidase was maximal at pH 5.0 during the early parasitic stages of development of the nematode Nippostrongylus brasiliensis. No such enzyme activity could be detected in the early free-living larval stages of this nematode. Carboxypeptidase activity declined as the age of the parasitic adult increased. Timing of maximum activity corresponds to the shift from free-living to parasitic stages of the life cycle.